
In The Fathers' Corner 
by Keith Davis 

 

Our country was founded by God fearing, religious and spiritual believers.  We know 

this because their writings reflect their devotion and praise to the Creator and His Word 

as revealed in the Bible.  They knew God was instrumental in the formation of the 

United States of America.   In each issue of the People’s Pen, we look at just a few of 

the many writings that exemplify the Founding Fathers’ beliefs. 

 

Founding Fathers' Words: 
 
The secular world has spent fifty years rewriting the history of our country.  It 
has done so primarily by the deliberate omission from our schools of our early 
leaders’ unwavering belief and reliance on God’s presence in their lives, in the 
Revolutionary War and in the drafting of our laws.  A child learning this revised 
version would naturally come away thinking the founding fathers made no 
connection of spiritual matters to our destiny.   
 
Yet, what is a child to think if they were to simply visit the national monuments 
and historic buildings of Washington, D.C. and read what is chiseled in stone at 
every turn?  Would not be natural to question the meaning of all the spiritual 
and religious language when it was not part of anything they were ever taught? 
 
Let us take a tour of Washington and then ask these same questions. 
 
At the Washington Monument,  
we find there is a Bible in the cornerstone and the cap at the very top has the 
words, “Laus Deo” on the east facing side, saying “Praise be to God!” as the tip 
of the monument is the first to greet the Sun’s rays each new day. 
 
At the Lincoln Memorial,  
From Lincoln’s 2nd inaugural address: 

.. the judgments of the Lord, are true and righteous altogether ..  
 
With malice toward none; with charity for all; with firmness in the 
right, as God gives us to see the right, let us strive on to finish the 
work we are in; 

 
From his Gettysburg Address: 

.. that this nation under God shall have a new birth of freedom .. 
 



At the Jefferson Memorial, 
From a letter of Jefferson to Dr. 
Benjamin Rush: 

.. I have sworn upon the altar 
of God eternal hostility 
against every form of tyranny 
over the mind of man.  

 
From the Declaration of 
Independence: 

.. We hold these truths to be 
self-evident: that all men are 
created equal, that they are 
endowed by their Creator 
with certain inalienable 
rights, among these are life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness.. 
 

From the Virginia Statute of 
Religious Freedom: 

.. Almighty God hath created 
the mind free. All attempts to 
influence it by temporal 
punishments or burthens .. 
are a departure from the plan 
of the Holy Author of our 
religion .. No man shall be 
compelled to frequent or 
support any religious worship 
or ministry or shall otherwise suffer on account of his religious opinions or 
belief, but all men shall be free to profess and by argument to maintain, 
their opinions in matters of religion. I know but one code of morality for 
men whether acting singly or collectively… 
 

From A Summary View of the Rights of British America and Notes on the State 
of Virginia: 

God who gave us life gave us liberty.  Can the liberties of a nation be 
secure when we have removed a conviction that these liberties are the gift 
of God? … Indeed I tremble for my country when I reflect that God is just, 
that his justice cannot sleep forever.  
 



The White House, 
An inscription by the first President to inhabit the White House, John Adams, 
is cut into the marble facing of the State Dining Room fireplace. It reads: 

I pray Heaven to Bestow the Best of Blessings on THIS HOUSE and 
on All that shall hereafter Inhabit it. May none but Honest and Wise 
Men ever rule under this roof.” 

 
Then on to the Capitol Building where church services were held for 50 
years.  Jefferson attended church service while he was President: 

In the House chamber, front and center, “In God We Trust” 
 
Fortunately, the history revisionists cannot easily erase these words from the 
stones on which they lay.  If each generation of young students could only get a 
chance to travel to Washington, see for themselves, then question the history 
(or lack thereof) they get in schools, they would be well-armed to defend the 
Biblical world view. 
 

Historic footnotes: 
 
At different elevations inside the Washington Monument are memorial stones 
donated by the states and different groups.  At the 260 foot level are 2 stones 
donated by Sunday school students from New York and Philadelphia.  On one 
stone is Proverbs 10:7  
The memory of the righteous is a blessing, but the name of the wicked will rot. 
 
On another is Luke 18:16 
But Jesus called them to him, saying, “Let the children come to me, and do not 
hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God.” 
and Proverbs 22:6 
Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not 
depart from it. 
How profound the children’s selections are! 

 
While not the intention of the Washington, D.C. designers, the major buildings 
and monuments fall within a cross-shaped area.  Whose design would we 
suppose that is? 
 


