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Our country was founded by God fearing, religious and spiritual believers.  We 

know this because their writings reflect their devotion and praise to the Creator and 

His Word as revealed in the Bible.  They knew God was instrumental in the 

formation of the United States of America. 

In each issue of the “People’s Pen”, we look at just a few of the many writings that 

exemplify the Founding Fathers’ beliefs. 

 

Founding Fathers' Words: 
We have seen how George Washington, Thomas Jefferson and Andrew 
Jackson clearly expressed dozens of times their belief that God’s hand of 
Providence was at work as the country went through the Revolutionary 
War.  Even as the Constitution was being written and discussed, the 
Founders concluded that God’s wisdom was still very much present.   
 
James Madison noted in the Federalist Papers that attempts by other 
countries and societies to create or improve their own versions of a 
constitution often failed or were at best partially successful.  Constitutional 
Convention members were aware that “party animosities” and “private 
opinions” were among many difficulties needed to be overcome.  He wrote: 
 

The real wonder is, that so many difficulties should have been 

surmounted; and surmounted with a unanimity almost as 

unprecedented as it must have been unexpected. It is impossible for 

any man of candor to reflect on this circumstance, without partaking 

of the astonishment. It is impossible for the man of pious reflection 

not to perceive in it, a finger of that Almighty hand which has been so 

frequently and signally extended to our relief in the critical stages of 

the revolution. 
 

It’s no wonder that the Founders believed that universally accepted 
religious fundamentals should be taught in schools.  There was little doubt 
as to what those are.  In a letter to Ezra stiles, Benjamin Franklin put these 
into words upon which all could agree: 
 

Here is my Creed: I believe in one God, Creator of the Universe. That 

He governs it by his Providence. That he ought to be worshipped. 

That the most acceptable Service we can render to him, is doing Good 



to his other Children. That the Soul of Man is immortal, and will be 

treated with Justice in another Life respecting its Conduct in this. 

These I take to be the fundamental Principles of all sound Religion, 

and I regard them as you do, in whatever Sect I meet with them. 

 

In the Elementary School Act of 1817, Thomas Jefferson said: 

 

 "No religious reading, instruction or exercise, shall be prescribed or 

practiced [in the elementary schools] inconsistent with the tenets of 

any religious sect or denomination.".  

 

He wanted to exclude beliefs exclusive to any 

given religious sect and at the same time 

assure that religious basics were not omitted 

from children’s lives as they attended school.  

 

While Jefferson cautioned against religious 

fanaticism, he was not at all against worship 

being done in public buildings.  Not only did 

he approve of such a practice, but he was 

completely satisfied with the way churches 

were using the courthouse in his town.  In a 

letter to Dr. Thomas Cooper Monticello dates 

November 2, 1822, he said: 

 

In our village of Charlottesville, there is a good degree of religion, 

with a small spice only of fanaticism. We have four sects, but without 

either church or meeting-house. The court-house is the common 

temple, one Sunday in the month to each. Here, Episcopalian and 

Presbyterian, Methodist and Baptist, meet together, join in hymning 

their Maker, listen with attention and devotion to each others' 

preachers, and all mix in society with perfect harmony.   

 

 This, coming from a “deist.”   The secular world paints a deist as one notch to the 

right of an atheist, thus claiming religion has no place in public life and the framers 

of the Constitution had no reliance on God in the birth of our nation.  

 



 

Historic footnotes: 
 

Even in legislation seemingly 

unrelated to religion, reliance on 

God’s grace is still an integral part.  

In the Northwest Ordinance of 1787, 

which establishes the manner of 

government and treatment of the 

people of the territory which would 

later become states ranging from 

Ohio to Minnesota, the necessity to 

keep focus on God is stressed:  

 

 

Art. 1. No person, demeaning (humbling) himself in a peaceable and 

orderly manner, shall ever be molested on account of his mode of 

worship or religious sentiments, in the said territory. 

 

Art. 3. Religion, morality, and knowledge, being necessary to good 

government and the happiness of mankind, schools and the means of 

education shall forever be encouraged.  

 

Article 3 should be trumpeted as a guiding principle for all government and 

scholastic endeavors.  


